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Study Shows That Investments in Habitat Protection and Restoration 

Are Making a Difference on the Kenai River


Soldotna – Good news for the Kenai River – riverside landowners who care, matching funds for streambank restoration and a solid education program are producing positive results for one of the world’s most important sportfishing rivers. These are just some of the conclusions of a just-released study for Kenai River Sportfishing Association (KRSA). The study, funded through the Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Fund, looks at the extent and effectiveness of fish habitat restoration on the river.
“The report is a comprehensive evaluation of habitat restoration efforts to-date on one of the most utilized waterways in Alaska,” said KRSA Executive Director Ricky Gease. “We were pleased to see that a lot of good work has been done over the years to protect the Kenai River. This study allows us to step back and look at what’s working, what’s not and begin to share solid information on how we can make the best use of resources and time in the future.”

The Kenai River Restoration Project Assessment, conducted by Inter-Fluve of Hood River, Oregon, looked at 50 miles of riverbank restoration from the mouth of the Kenai to Skilak Lake. It looked at not only how many and what types of restoration projects have been done, but also their effectiveness in protecting the bank and enhancing fish habitat. 

The assessment found 385 individual habitat restoration projects to survey and evaluate, for a total of close to nine miles of restored habitat, about 9 percent of riverbank. Other interesting results from the study include:
-more-
· Well-maintained cabled spruce tree (CST) projects are an effective means for erosion control and they also provide low velocity areas that are good for fish habitat. Bio-engineered banks and root wads also are working.

· Future CST projects could be designed to better mimic natural streambank conditions in order to provide greater fish habitat benefits.

· Nearly 40 percent of the restoration projects utilized the Cost Share program through the Alaska Department of Fish & Game/U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service that provides matching funds and technical assistance. The other 60 percent were privately funded, mainly by conservation minded, private Kenai River property owners who are willing to fund and do the work themselves.

· Education, permitting and the development of standards for riverbank restoration by the Cost Share program and the Kenai River Center have had a significant impact in ensuring projects are done correctly, and have resulted in more people making a decision to participate. As a result, erosion control and fish habitat enhancement projects on the Kenai have increased five-fold since the early 1990s.

· Streambank protection and restoration measures reduce erosion and improve fish habitat.

“Kenai River landowners and resource managers should be commended for the tremendous amount of effort that has gone into improvements to streambank conditions and fish habitat along the Kenai River,” said Gardner Johnston of Inter-Fluve. “These efforts have yielded important fish habitat benefits.”
The study also makes several recommendations to improve future Kenai River restoration projects. According to Johnston, these and other research efforts will be important for determining project effectiveness and for helping to develop future restoration strategies that provide even greater erosion control and fish habitat benefits. Among those – to restore mature, woody vegetation to streambanks where possible; to develop new techniques that mimic natural bank conditions; to enhance CST design; to incorporate engineering analysis for bioengineered projects; and, the need for more research on how large woody debris dynamics work in Alaskan rivers. 

A complete copy of the study with photos and supporting information can be found at http://pitch.pe.62092 or download a PDF of the study at http://www.kenairiversportfishing.com. 
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