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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Kids Catch Plenty of Silver and Pink Salmon During
4th Annual Kenai River Classic

Soldotna, AK -- You don't always catch fish on the Kenai River, but today, that wasn't a problem for 140 Southcentral Alaska kids. Youth from the Armed Services YMCA and Boys & Girls Clubs of the Kenai Peninsula participated in the 4th Annual Kenai River Jr. Classic. They caught more than 150 silver and pink salmon. Organized by the Kenai River Sportfishing Association (KRSA), the annual event aims to expose kids to sportfishing, and to learn about the river's ecology, fish and safe boating.


"Many of these kids have never held a fishing rod in their hands, and knew little about salmon or safe boating before today," said Jr. Classic Committee Co-chair Ron Rainey. "The screams while kids are pulling fish in, and the smiles on their faces made this one of the best days to be on the Kenai River."
-more-


The Jr. Classic is part of a nationwide effort -- Take Me Fishing -- that encourages young people to learn about and enjoy fishing. KRSA hopes that by exposing kids to fishing at an early age, they'll learn to the love the sport as adults. And, the best time to develop educated and responsible anglers is when people are young.


Forty Alaskan businesses and individuals sponsored boats so that children, ages eight to 16, could enjoy an afternoon of fishing with a professional guide. It's the perfect year for first-time anglers, since it's a pink salmon year on the Kenai. (Pinks only return to the river every other year).


The kids spent the morning learning about fish in the Alaska Department of Fish & Game Mobile Aquatic Classroom. They also painted salmon T-shirts, got their faces painted, participated in races to see who could get their hip waders, raingear and gloves on the fastest and created ceramic fish artwork. A volunteer from the Alaska Bird Treatment & Learning Center introduced the group to a bald eagle and Great Horned Owl. The young anglers also received a loaner life jacket through the SAFE Kids program and learned about the importance of wearing a personal flotation device and other tips for being safe on the water.


Program partners of this year's Kenai River Jr. Classic include KRSA, the Armed Services YMCA, Boys & Girls Clubs of the Kenai Peninsula, ADF&G, Central Peninsula Hospital's SAFE Kids Program, Princess Tours and the Anchorage Bucs. 


Kenai River Sportfishing Association (KRSA) is a charitable non-profit, membership-based educational and conservation organization of sport anglers, conservationists and others, whose primary goal is to preserve and improve salmon habitat while promoting responsible sportfishing on the Kenai River. Learn more at www.kenairiversportfishing.com.
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